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TRIBUTE TO REDSTONE-HUNTS-
VILLE CHAPTER OF THE ASSO-
CIATION OF THE U.S. ARMY

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the members of the Redstone-
Huntsville Chapter of the Association of the
U.S. Army for being named the “Best Overall”
AUSA Chapter in the country. Chapter Presi-
dent Joe Fitzgerald accepted the award on be-
half of chapter members during the AUSA Na-
tional Convention in Washington.

AUSA is dedicated to supporting the U.S.
Army and maintaining a strong national de-
fense. AUSA achieves its goals by supporting
the needs and interests of soldiers, retirees,
and family members.

As the home of Redstone Arsenal, the U.S.
Army Aviation and Missile Command, and nu-
merous defense partners, North Alabama has
earned an excellent reputation for its role pro-
tecting the warfighter and defending our na-
tional security.

The Redstone-Huntsville Chapter of AUSA,
which was founded in 1959, has been a
strong advocate and voice for North Ala-
bama’s warfighters. All of us in North Alabama
are very proud of the hard work and commit-
ment AUSA has always exhibited.

Mr. Speaker, this award is wonderful news
for our community and | rise on behalf of ev-
eryone in North Alabama to express our sin-
cere congratulations to the members of the
Redstone-Huntsville Chapter of AUSA.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ABRAHAM
LAZAR ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
80TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the achievements of Abraham
Lazar, a great American and longtime resident
of New York. On Sunday, November 7, 2004,
Abraham’s many friends, family and col-
leagues gathered in his current hometown of
Lake Worth, Florida to celebrate his 80th birth-
day. Birthdays are a time for reflection, and |
feel that it is fitting to pay tribute to this truly
remarkable man. Abraham Lazar served his
country with distinction, both in the U.S. naval
service and in civilian life. | am privileged to
be able to share some of his more memorable
exploits with you.

Mr. Lazar and his ten brothers and sisters
were born and raised in Brooklyn, New York.
He attended Brooklyn Technical High School
and graduated shortly after the United States
entered World War Il. At the age of seven-
teen, Abe enlisted in the Navy and quickly es-
tablished a distinguished service record.

Abe served in both the Pacific and Atlantic
theaters of battle. Mr. Lazar participated in the
Battle of Peleliu, a struggle for a tiny airstrip
amid the Palau Islands of the Western Pacific.
Despite the island’s small size, the battle for
Peleliu lasted nearly two months and claimed
more than 12,000 lives. Allied forces ultimately
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prevailed and captured the island, but Mr.
Lazar was severely wounded in the battle. He
was awarded the Purple Heart for his sac-
rifice.

Abe received another Purple Heart during
the war, this time for his service in the Atlan-
tic. | understand that Mr. Lazar’s landing craft
was sunk in the North Atlantic by a German
U-Boat. Abe was forced overboard, and the
fleeing submarine strafed his life raft with gun-
fire; despite these incredible dangers, Abe
managed to survive, spending nearly twelve
hours in open water before he was rescued.
For his heroic service, Abe was promoted to
Chief Motor Machinist's Mate, one of the high-
est ranks to which an enlisted sailor can be
named.

After the war, Abe attended New York Uni-
versity and received a bachelor's degree, with
honors, in engineering. In civilian life, Mr.
Lazar worked with noted scientist Wernher
von Braun to develop the Pershing missile
system and was also employed by the Bulova
Corporation to design and manufacture missile
timing devices. Mr. Lazar is currently enjoying
a well-deserved retirement in Florida, where
he lives with his wife of 56 years, Anita.

Mr. Speaker, | request that my colleagues
join me in honoring Abraham Lazar’s lifetime
of service to our nation. I'm sure that Abe’s
family, longtime friends and colleagues will
join me in wishing him many more years of
happiness. Happy birthday, Mr. Lazar.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
ANDRE MARIE CROOKE DYAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a sad but rejoicing heart that | speak
today about an extraordinary woman, Andre
Marie Crooke Dyar, who was taken to her
eternal home in Heaven on October 8, 2004.

| became friends with Andre when | first ran
for State Representative in 1998. She was
one of the most loyal people | knew. | am a
better person for knowing Andre and the world
is a better place because of her life.

Andre had a special love for children both
born and in the womb. For a number of years
she worked in the neonatal intensive care
nursery at Sacred Heart Hospital, helping pre-
mature newborn babies get a non-com-
promised start in life. Continuing to have a
positive influence on children’s lives, Andre
could always be found volunteering at Sunday
school on Wednesday nights and at Vacation
Bible School during the summer.

From the moment the law allowed the taking
of innocent life, Andre’s faith in God incited
her passion for politics. Her first political cam-
paign was in 1976, helping Ronald Reagan
move from the California Governor's Mansion
to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington,
D.C. Unfortunately, her disabling disease
made the 2002 elections her last.

In our local community of Northwest Florida,
Andre was active in humerous civic organiza-
tions, from participating as an active member
to Chairman of the Board. She spent many
hours serving on the Board of the Northwest
Florida Water Management District, the
Escambia County Republican Executive Com-
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mittee, the Center for Independent Living, and
Escambia Federated Republican Women’s
Club. Last year, the Federated Women’s Club
presented Andre with an Honorary Lifetime
Membership award, the first of its kind ever
presented.

Andre was overflowing with life and had the
drive and dedication to move a mountain de-
spite her physical challenges. The vast major-
ity of people would have given up and turned
resentful, but she kept going and always want-
ed to do something more, to help somebody
else.

May God rest her soul and continue to bless
her family.

———

ON THE RETIREMENT OF MICHAEL
P. DEVINE

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the recent retirement of an accom-
plished administrator, skilled scientist, and true
patriot. Michael P. Devine of Sparta, New Jer-
sey ended 36 years of dedicated service to
our Nation on November 4 as he retired as Di-
rector of the United States Army Research,
Development and Engineering Command
ARDEC, headquartered at Picatinny Arsenal.

Situated on a 6,500-acre military installation,
located in Rockaway Township, New Jersey,
Picatinny Arsenal plays a unique role in the
United States’ ability to wage war. There is no
other comprehensive armaments facility like it
in the country. The base is a one-of-a-kind fa-
cility that provides virtually all of the lethal
mechanisms used in Army weapon systems
and those of the other military services. This
unique facility requires special leadership.

Mike Devine became ARDEC Director in
June 2004. As director, he exercised complete
responsibility for all the activities at ARDEC.
From September 2000 to June 2004, he was
Technical Director of ARDEC, responsible for
all technical matters. He managed an annual
budget in excess of $600 million dollars and
supervised a technical staff of approximately
1,700 scientists and engineers and 900 sup-
port personnel.

As ARDEC Technical Director, and later as
Director of ARDEC, Mike Devine provided
critically important leadership—leadership that
provided our joint warfighters with the tools
they need to prosecute the international war
on terrorism, to fight and win the war in Iraq
and Afghanistan and protect and secure our
homeland. During his tenure alone, 103 sepa-
rate new armament products were released to
soldiers and other services members. So far in
2004, 17 urgent fieldings of military equipment
for use by forces in Iraq and Afghanistan were
approved by Devine.

These fieldings have broad scope and in-
clude weapon systems, fire control and muni-
tions for artillery, mortars, tanks and infantry,
as well as alternatives to anti-personnel land
mines, non lethal munitions and environmental
research and development.

Mr. Devine worked as a research physicist
prior to assuming significant management re-
sponsibility. Over the course of his career, his
experience in the Army and Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense spanned virtually all Army
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weapons systems and associated ammunition.
He has been the recipient of numerous
awards including two Army Research and De-
velopment Achievement Awards, the Army
Meritorious Civilian Service Award, Associa-
tion of the United States Army Citation for Ex-
ceptional Service in Support of National De-
fense, the American Defense Preparedness
Association Firepower Award for Management.
He has also been inducted into the Honorable
Order of Saint Barbara. He holds two patents
and has authored numerous open literature
technical publications.

While he built a long and valuable career in
service to our warfighters, Mike Devine still
found time to give back to his home commu-
nity. In 1992, he was elected to a four year
term on the Sparta, New Jersey, Township
Council and was reelected in 1996. He also
served as Mayor in 1994 and 2000.

Mr. Speaker, | have just outlined a public
service career of exceptional quality. | ask my
colleagues to join me in thanking Mike Devine
for his many contributions to our national se-
curity. We wish Mike and his family “God-
speed” in the months and years ahead.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
THOMAS D. BUTLER, JR.

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man that has dedicated his life to pro-
tecting our country. Colonel Thomas D. Butler,
Jr. After 35 years fulfilling vital support func-
tions in the United States Army, Colonel Butler
is retiring.

Thomas Butler joined the Army Reserve as
a private in 1969 and served at the Engineer-
ing and Plans Section of the 411th Engineer
Brigade at Fort Tilden, New York until his
commission as a Second Lieutenant in 1974,
upon which he commanded a platoon at the
306th Engineer Company in Amityville, New
York. In July 1977, Butler was assigned to the
New York District, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers as an Assistant Military Area Engineer.
In 1987, he returned to the 411th Engineer
Brigade and was called to active duty when
the Brigade was deployed to Saudi Arabia
during Operation Desert Shield/Storm. Upon
returning to reserve status in 1991, Butler as-
sumed command of the 305th Engineer De-
tachment. During his command, this unit was
awarded the U.S. Army Superior Unit Citation
and Butler conducted numerous missions in
the Republic of Korea and Germany. In 1995
he joined the 77th Regional Support Com-
mand as the chief, Plans Division, in the DCS
ENGINEER section. In 2001, Butler became
Acting Commander of the 8th Brigade
(SROTC), 98th Division, and then Assistant
Deputy Chief of Staff-Operations, ADCSOPS-
OPS of the 77th RSC. In 2002, Butler was re-
assigned as Deputy Chief of Staff-engineers,
DCS-ENGINEER, and then as the first Deputy
Chief of Staff—Army Reserve Installation Man-
agement.

Colonel Butler is a highly-decorated soldier.
His citations include the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal with
one oak leaf cluster, the Army Achievement
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Army Re-
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serve Components Achievement Medal with
four oak leaf clusters, the National Defense
Service Medal with Service Star, the Kuwait
Liberation Medal from both Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait, and the New York State Conspicuous
Service medal.

In his civilian capacity, Butler is a Senior
Project Manager for the Tishman Interiors
Construction Corporation and the former Com-
missioner of Buildings for the City of Mount
Vernon, New York. Butler resides in
Tarrytown. | would like to join his wife Cheryl
and their children Brent, Kimberly, Blake, Ash-
ley, and all his relatives and friends in con-
gratulating him and wishing him well in his re-
tirement.

———————

HONORING ALVIN BENJAMIN

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to join the Coalition on Child Abuse & Neglect
in honoring Alvin Benjamin for his strong com-
mitment to assisting and advocating for victims
of child abuse.

Al has been a dedicated supporter of the
Coalition on Child Abuse & Neglect, helping
them carry out their mission of being a voice
for all children. This non-profit organization is
devoted to preventing child abuse and ex-
panding services to children and their families.
In achieving these goals, the Coalition on
Child Abuse & Neglect educates the commu-
nity about the issues surrounding child abuse
and works with them to find adequate solu-
tions to the problems.

In addition to providing aid for child abuse
victims, Al is also the Founder and President
of the Benjamin Companies, a nationally ac-
claimed real estate development and manage-
ment company. The guiding force behind the
Benjamin Companies is developing commu-
nities that are in harmony with both the resi-
dents and the environment. Al started this or-
ganization in the early 1960’s by building lux-
ury apartment complexes on Long Island, and
meeting the needs of the increased number of
Long Island residents. Today, the Benjamin
Companies has greatly expanded its activities
to include projects in New York City (and the
surrounding metropolitan areas), New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, and even Florida, while con-
tinuing to service the residents of Long Island.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Alvin Benjamin for
his support for and dedication to victims of
child abuse. As the Coalition on Child Abuse
& Neglect celebrates 25 years of service to
children, they chose to recognize Al's impor-
tant contributions at their annual Voice for All
Children Gala. | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to please join me in
honoring Alvin Benjamin and the Coalition on
Child Abuse & Neglect for their efforts in pre-
venting child abuse and wishing them both
many more years of success.

November 16, 2004

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE BOVARD
FAMILY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize to the Bovard Family and their distin-
guished tradition in the horse industry. Their
dedication and success in the industry is due
to the contributions of four generations of
Bovard family members working on the farm.
It is my privilege today in recognizing their
achievements before this body of Congress
and this Nation.

The Bovard legacy began forty-three years
ago when Larry Bovard went out to the race
track to look for work after admiring his older
brother's work as a horse trainer. He landed a
job as a horse groomer for a horse racing ty-
coon and continued there until he moved onto
other work before joining the army in 1969.
Upon his return from service, Larry settled in
Ridgeway, Colorado with his wife Roma, rais-
ing cattle. Roma’s family had raised Percheron
horses for years and in 1984, the Bovards got
their chance to raise their own team. The
Bovard family gave sleigh rides, wagon rides,
and drove newlyweds about in stage coaches
until they acquired ranch property of their own
in Montrose. Currently the Bovards have 30
head of award-winning Percheron horses that
placed in nine out of twelve class competitions
at the National Western Stock Show.

Mr. Speaker, the Bovard family has dem-
onstrated a love for horses that has tran-
scended four generations and their success
today is due to the dedication that the entire
family puts in day after day from dawn to
dusk. | am honored to recognize their accom-
plishments before this body of Congress and
this Nation.

HONORING ROBERT POIROT
HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to thank and honor Robert Poirot for his
exemplary public service as Clear Creek
County Commissioner for the past twelve
years. | would also like to thank him on behalf
of all Coloradans for the in-depth and diverse
philanthropic work he has contributed to the
community. He is a dedicated public servant
who has devoted himself to ensuring that Col-
orado remains a very special place to live.

Throughout his life, Bob has demonstrated
time and time again that he excels in all of his
endeavors. Whether it is in the Armed Forces,
education, or government, Bob has shown that
he can apply his leadership skills effectively in
any arena. He has received numerous awards
during his long and extensive career, most re-
cently the prestigious Distinguished Service
Award of Colorado Counties, Inc. . . . This
award is a true testament to Bob’s abilities to
work together with all interests for the com-
mon good.

Between 1959 and 1992, Bob achieved the
rank of Brigadier General in the Colorado
Army National Guard. During this time, he also
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